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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the 2019-2022 options process at Bexhill Academy. As you will be aware there have been many 
changes to the KS4 courses over the last 2 years including how they are assessed and graded, and there has 
also been a lot of media coverage about the breadth of the curriculum that students follow. In response to 
the structural changes we are now moving into our second year of a 3 year KS4 which will give your child the 
time to cover their courses to the required depth.  Bexhill Academy’s reaction to the breadth of curriculum 
will see the introduction of an Enrichment Curriculum into year 9 from September 2019. These enrichment 
courses are to help students build skills and experiences that will help them in their KS4 examinations and 
beyond. This will also be the first year that we have advised students in a more overt way about the subjects 
and style of subjects that they should choose by advising students which of the 2 pathways we think best 
suits them. I have already already written to you advising of the Pathway best suited for your child.

It is vitally important that you have a good read about all of the subjects that are available and have full 
information about each one, before making any decisions.

This booklet is split into 4 sections. The first section provides information, advice and guidance to students 
and parents concerning the overall process of the options, including a specimen option choice form. The 
others explain in detail all the Key Stage 4 courses that will start from September 2019. There are many 
subjects to choose from, some of which are more familiar such as History and Geography. Others are new to 
students, for example, Child Development, Psychology, or Health and Social Care. 

Things to consider
There are many things that students need to consider before any decisions are made. Students should consider:

• What subjects they enjoy and have an interest in?
• What type of learner are they? Do you prefer practical things or work independently or in groups?
• If you know or have a strong idea of what you want to do at 18+ then you should look at the entry  
 requirements for those courses which tell you the A-Levels or equivalents you need so that this will  
 inform your choice at GCSE

All of these considerations have to be made before finalising any decisions for the future. The most impor-
tant advice I can give to you all, is to discuss and “seek help” from as many different people involved with 
this process as possible. It is crucial that you make your decisions about Key Stage 4 when you have all the 
information that you can gather. 
 
Where can I get information?  
• Information for all of the subjects is available in this booklet. 
• Talk to friends and family. 
• Talk to students currently taking the subjects that you are interested in. 
• Talk to teachers or form tutors here at school. 

Many Year 8 students in the UK are unsure about what they may want to do in the future, this is not a prob-
lem as courses at Key Stage 4 all provide a good foundation for any choices that may be made in the future. 
My general advice would be that you should aim for a well-balanced range of courses to leave options open 
for when the school leaving age is reached. Please remember that the more information you have the easier 
and better your decisions will be. 

Good luck!

Philip Gordon
Assistant Principal



SECTION ONE
Information, Advice and Guidance



THE OPTION CHOICES 

Making Choices – Advice for Students 

1) Take time: There is plenty of time for thought and discussion. Your tutor time and assemblies have been 
and will be dedicated to considering and discussing the opportunities available. 

2) Collect information and advice: This booklet gives some information about the different courses available. 
You need to follow this up with conversations with your subject teachers and subject leaders to find out even 
more. Teachers and tutors, the school’s careers adviser and the Year 9, 10 and 11 students already studying 
the courses will all be able to help you. 

3) Look back and reflect: Think about what you have done already and about your strengths and areas for 
development. Build on your strengths but do not ignore your areas for development. You will need to work 
on these too. 

4) Look carefully at new courses: Some of the courses in this booklet will be familiar to you although you 
will need to find out about how they are different at KS4. Other subjects are not taught in Year 7 and will be 
completely new to you. Find out as much as you can about new courses. Talk to your teachers. Don’t think 
that any subject is easier than another – they all require hard work and commitment! 

5) Plan a balanced choice: Make sure you make a ‘balanced’ choice by keeping open all your options when 
considering a future career or future education. 

6) Choose for yourself: Do not be influenced by what your friends are choosing or by the teacher who has 
taught you this year. Next year will be different and you will have your lessons in different teaching groups. Do 
not be influenced if people say a subject is a “boys’’ or a “girls’’ subject. All our courses are for boys and girls. 

7) Will everyone get their first choice? We will do our best to fit in everyone’s choices but it may not be 
possible. We can only run courses if a reasonable number of students choose to study them. (20 students). 
We also need to make sure we can timetable the combination of choices. If we need to make some 
adjustments or change option choices and/or courses running we will inform students when this affects 
them individually. 

8) Qualifications and Assessment: Most of the courses we offer lead to GCSE or a Technical Qualification. 
GCSE’s are now mainly assessed through examinations at the end of three years, although a few still have 
a combination of examination and controlled assessment (which replaces coursework). Techniccal Award’s 
are assessed through a combination of coursework and exams over 3 years. 

9) And now… It is important that whatever opportunities you choose for KS4, that you do your best in Year 
8. You need to work hard in all your subjects now so that you make good progress in Year 8. That will provide 
a firm foundation for the beginning of Key Stage 4. 



THE OPTION CHOICES

Making Choices – Advice for Parents/Carers 

We are fully aware that Education keeps moving forwards. Subject names change, exam systems change and 
schools sometimes use a language that can be difficult to unpick. Please share in your child’s decisions and 
contact us if more information would help. 
Year 8 students have been advised of a Pathway we think suits their abilities. You, of course, play a vital role 
in the decision making process and the support you can offer your son/daughter. Questions to think about 
with your child might be: 

Your child 
• How does your child see the future? What ambitions do they have? 
• Are these ideas influencing his/her choices now? 
• What are your child’s interests and abilities? 
• Which subjects would best use and develop these? 

Your child’s future 
• What careers will be available at 18+ if your child follows the subjects s/he likes? 
• With Education and Training compulsory to 18, how will decisions made now prepare them? 
• How do I ensure that decisions made now leave all available options open for 16+. 

Any questions that remain unanswered following Options evening can be followed up through the members 
of staff identified at the end of this document. 

The Qualification Curriculum Framework 

The Qualification Curriculum Framework lets us know what each qualification is worth in terms of GCSE grades 
or Technical Award Levels. Each qualification will require 3 years of study and will be allocated 2 hours per week 
in Year 9 and 3 hours per week in Years 10 and 11. The new grade framework which allocates a Score of 1 – 9 
for each new GCSE can be found on the following page. 

Qualification Levels 
At KS4 we offer courses at Level 1 and Level 2. We tell you what level each course is for every subject in this 
option booklet. Courses at each level are worth the following: 

Level 1 
Courses at this level are worth GCSE Grades 1 – 3. They are called Level 1 in Technical Awards 

Level 2 
Courses at this level are worth GCSE Grades 4 – 9. Technical Awards at this level are graded Distinction*,  
Distiction, Merit and Pass. Courses at this level help prepare students for Level 3 courses in the future. 

How many GCSE Grades are the courses worth? 
All courses on offer in this booklet are worth one GCSE grade, with the exception of Combined Science which 
is a double award.



WHAT DOES THE CURRICULUM IN YEAR 9, 10 AND 11 CONTAIN?

PATHWAY A
1. The Core Curriculum

All students will study the subjects in the Core Curriculum 

2. The Compulsory Curriculum

3. The Options

Pathway A
Students are advised to choose one Humanity and one Language.

Geography French
History Latin

Spanish
and 1 more, plus a reserve, from the Options below

Compulsory Subjects
English Maths Science
PHSE Physical Education RS/Citizenship

The Options
Art

Child Development
Computer Science

Drama
Food

French
Health and Social Care

History
Latin
Music

Photography
Physical Education

Psychology
Spanish

Travel and Tourism



WHAT DOES THE CURRICULUM IN YEAR 9, 10 AND 11 CONTAIN?

PATHWAY B
1. The Core Curriculum

All students will study the subjects in the Core Curriculum 

2. The Compulsory Curriculum

3. The Options

Pathway B

Students must choose one from...
French Computer Science History
Spanish Geography Latin

and 2 more, plus a reserve, from the Options below

Compulsory Subjects
English Maths Science
PHSE Physical Education RS/Citizenship

The Options
Art

Child Development
Computer Science

Drama
Food

French
Health and Social Care

History
Latin
Music

Photography
Physical Education

Psychology
Spanish

Travel and Tourism



SAMPLE LETTER
Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea,

East Sussex TN39 4BY
T: 01424 730722  
F: 01424 212613

E: office@bexhillacademy.org
www.bexhillacademy.org

Heidi Brown, Principal

Year 8 Options Form 2019—2022

Dear Parent/Carer

To ensure that the option process runs as efficiently as possible the following guidelines must be followed.

Pathway A students

Students on this Pathway are advised to select
• One Humanities subject and one Language subject from sections A and B
• One subject from the options and a reserve from section C

Pathway B students should select

• One subject from the compulsory section A plus a reserve
• Two subjects from the options and a reserve from section B

Any subject that has less than 20 students may not run.

I hope these guidelines are easy to follow, however if you require any further assistance please contact 
your child’s form tutor in the first instance

Many thanks for your co-operation

 
Mr P Gordon

Assistant Principal

Philip.Gordon@bexhillacademy.org



PATHWAY A: HOW DO WE MAKE THE CHOICES AND RETURN THE FORM? 

Students are advised to choose one from the Option A(Languages) section and one from the Option B 
(Humanities) section. 

Students should then choose two from the Option C section. The second choice  is the “reserve” option. 

             GCSE French                              GCSE Latin              CSE Spanish

Option A: Language Option
(you must choose one from below)

Year 8 2019 
PATHWAY A: Option Choice

Preferred choice: 

Option B: Humanities Option
(you must choose one from below)

GCSE Geography GCSE History

Option C: Open Preference
(you must choose one from below)

Preferred choice:

Preferred Choice _______________________

Students Name ________________________         

Student Signature ______________________        

Reserve Choice ________________________

Tutor Group___________________________

Parent  Signature_______________________

This form must be completed and returned to the Dance Studio on 
Thursday 7th March between 7.45 am and 8.15 am.

Art and Design GCSE History GCSE

Child Development Btec Latin GCSE

Computer Science GCSE Music Btec

Drama GCSE Physical Education

French GCSE Photography GCSE

Food Technology GCSE Psychology GCSE

Geography GCSE Spanish GCSE

  Music                                              

  John Walker-Price                                    H7                  

  Photography                                              

  Mary Walker-Price     

x 
John’s choice of one compulsory language

John’s choice from Option Section

x 
John’s choice of one compulsory humanities

John’s reserve subject choice

 John Walker-Price        



PATHWAY B: HOW DO WE MAKE THE CHOICES AND RETURN THE FORM?

Students have to choose one from the Option A section.

Students should then choose three from the Option B section. The third choice is the “reserve” option. 

Option A: Compulsory Choice
(you must choose one from below)

Year 8 2019 
PATHWAY B: Option Choice

Option B: Open Preference
(you must choose two and one reserve from below)

Preferred Choice _______________________

Reserve Choice ________________________

Students Name ________________________         

Student Signature ______________________        

Preferred Choice _______________________

Tutor Group___________________________

Parent  Signature_______________________

This form must be completed and returned to the Dance Studio on 
Thursday 7th March between 7.45 am and 8.15 am.

Art and Design GCSE History GCSE

Child Development Btec Latin GCSE

Computer Science GCSE Music Btec

Drama GCSE Physical Education

French GCSE Photography GCSE

Food Technology GCSE Psychology GCSE

Geography GCSE Spanish GCSE

Computer Science GCSE History GCSE

French GCSE Latin GCSE

Geography GCSE Spanish GCSE

Preferred Choice _______________________

John’s 2 choices from Option Section

  Art & Design                                                Computer Science                                              

John’s reserve subject choice  Psychology                                              

  John Walker-Price                                    H7                  

  Mary Walker-Price      John Walker-Price        

John’s  one choice from compulsory section  French                 



Core Curriculum

SECTION TWO
Key Stage 4 CORE Courses from September 2019

  John Walker-Price                                    H7                  



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

 How do you learn? 
You will learn through analysis of various types of writing and reading – you will then put that learning into 
practice, by writing in similar styles to demonstrate your ability to manipulate the written and spoken word 
for effect. 
How are you assessed?
You will be assessed through 100% exam – all texts in the examination will be unseen. 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
Section A: Reading: One literature fiction text Section B: Writing: Descriptive or narrative writing, written 
exam. 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 50% of the GCSE. Questions: Reading (40 marks) (25%)  – one single 
text. 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks), 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks), 1 extended question (1 x 20 
marks) Writing (40 marks) (25%) 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical 
accuracy) 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
Section A: Reading: One non-fiction text and one literary non-fiction text Section B: Writing: Writing to 
present: Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (80 marks) 50% of GCSE Questions: Reading (40 marks) (25%) 
– two linked texts - 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks),  1 
extended question (1 x 16 marks) Writing (40 marks) (25%) 1 extended writing question (24 marks for 
content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 

Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language
 
What’s assessed: (AO7–AO9)• Presenting •  Responding to questions and feedback  • Use of Standard English 
Assessed: Teachers set throughout course - marked by teacher - separate endorsement(0% weighting of GCSE) 

Where can it lead?
English Language is a prerequisite qualification for entry into college or any form of tertiary education. It is also 
an essential qualification for anyone who is considering a career where communication of any sort is valued. 

How can parent/carers support? 
Parents can support their children by encouraging them to read widely and independently, to take interest 
in their writing and helping them to be as accurate as possible and to speak as accurately as possible in a 
variety of different contexts.

Also access the plethora of resources and links on our web page.  
Go to www.bexhillacademy.org/about/english-department

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

Qualification- GCSE (8700)
Exam Board - AQA
Duration – 3 Years

English 
Language

Further information contact;
Dr Hutchinson - Director of English 
Andrew.Hutchinson@bexhillacademy.org 

KEY STAGE 4 
SUBJECT 
PREFERENCES



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

How do you learn?
You will study a variety of different literature texts including Shakespeare, Victorian prose and poetry, 
contemporary drama and poetry and more modern texts too.

How are you assessed?    
You will be assessed through 100% exam 

Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th century novel 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes, 64 marks, 40% of GCSE

Questions

Section A Shakespeare: students will answer one question on their play of choice. They will be required to 
write in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole.

Section B The 19th-century novel: students will answer one question on their novel of choice. They will be 
required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a whole.

Paper 2 – Modern texts and poetry
Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes, 96 marks, 60% of the GCSE

Questions
Section A Modern texts: students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their studied 
modern prose or drama text.

Section B Poetry: students will answer one comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper 
and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster.

Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer one question on one unseen poem
and one question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem.

Where can it lead?
English Literature is a subject which lends itself to most aspects of life – it is accepted by most colleges and 
universities as a background to most other subjects. Specifically it can lead onto any academic job: Teaching, 
Journalism, Advertising and Media, Acting, Medicine and many more …

How can parent/carers support?
For students to achieve their very best, they must be encouraged to read widely and independently – 
students would benefit hugely from owning their own copies of the exam texts studied so that they are able 
to annotate and take ownership of them. They would also benefit by independently reading the texts before 
the start of the course.

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

Qualification- GCSE (8702)
Exam Board: AQA
Duration: 3 Years

English 
Literature 

Further information contact;
Dr Hutchinson - Director of English 
Andrew.Hutchinson@bexhillacademy.org 

KEY STAGE 4 
SUBJECT 
PREFERENCES



GCSE MATHS
GCSE Maths is a 3 year course that covers the following content:
1.Number 2. Algebra 3. Ratio, proportion and rates of change 4. Geometry and measures   
5. Probability 6. Statistics

How do you learn? 
Students need to apply their knowledge of these in real-life situations and to make connections between 
mathematical concepts.

Students will be in ability groups where they will follow a scheme of work that covers the 6 main areas of 
Maths. They will have varied lessons using a range of resources such as laptops, touchscreen chrome books, 
text books, exam questions, mix and match activities, worksheets and investigations. These will be related 
to real life as much as possible. 

How are you assessed? 
The course is 100% exam which is taken at the end of the 3 years. It will consist of three papers, one non 
calculator and two calculator exams. The students will be graded from 1 to 9 (9 being the best grade). 
Currently stu¬dents will continue to study Maths at college if they do not achieve a 4 or above. 

Where can it lead? 
Maths is a vital, and is used in daily life for all careers. A good understanding of mathematics is needed to 
pursue careers in finance, accounting, engineering, science, architecture, banking and business. 

How can parent/carers support? 
The best way of supporting your child in Maths is to ensure they practice little and often, e.g. 30 minutes 
every day. They can do this by: 

• Ensure they are completing their Maths homework (at least one is set each week) 
• Ensure they are doing independent work extra to their homework – Method Maths is excellent for  
 this as you can monitor what they are doing 
• Watch video clips with them together on how to do different topics, to give them extra support and  
 encouragement 
• Help your child make revision flip cards and then test them on key formulae and words every day  
 - little and often will ensure that they remember them! 
• Check www.showmyhomework.co.uk regularly as hints and tips will be given out (see Tracey   
 Holden for your personal account information) 

 

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

Qualification- GCSE
Exam Board: Edexcel
Duration: 3 Years

Maths
Further information contact;
Miss S Fuller 
Sarah.Fuller@bexhillacademy.org
 

KEY STAGE 4 
SUBJECT 
PREFERENCES



GCSE MATHS CONTINUED... 

Revision Websites and Support 
www.methodmaths.com 
This is a website with all past papers on it. When the students complete questions it is marked so they can 
instantly see if they are correct and what grade they have achieved. It also gives hints and tips on how to 
answer the questions. 
Centre: bexhill 
Username: JBloggs 
Password: method123 

www.corbettmaths.com 
This is a website that has help videos on all Maths topics. It explains how to do each topic and then 
provides worksheets, questions and past exam questions on these topics to do. It also does “5 quick 
questions”, which is excellent way of practicing Maths every day. 

www.mymaths.co.uk 
This is a well-known Maths website that goes through how to do topics and has practice questions which 
are instantly marked. 
Login: bexhill 
Password: Square 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=14ErEpJPAEg 
These are videos which go through past paper exams and explains how to do each question. 
 
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
Maths watch gives support on all Maths topics by tier as well as by topic. It also demonstrates how to 
answer exam questions as well as practice questions, with video demonstrations. Homework, classwork 
and independent study is also set on this site.
Students have personal log in details. 

Revision Guide
There is a revision guide that covers all topics and a corresponding “work book” with practice questions. 
These are both available from the school library for £2.50 each. 

 

PhotoMath
Download the App called PhotoMath. This is an App that you can use to hover over any Maths question 
and it will tell you the correct answers with working – great for checking homework or independent work 
answers! 

 

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722



GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE
The GCSE Combined Science course provides a KS4 Science learning experience for all students.

How do you learn?
Combined Science students will have a total of 5 hours of Science a week and will gain 2 GCSEs in this subject. 

Students will have to remember a large number of mathematically equations, as these are no longer given 
to them in their examinations. This means that all students will be taught how to improve their recall and 
retention. 

However, Science is also a practical subject, with the exam board requiring each student to have access to 16 
assessed practical investigations. This means students will regularly carry out practical work and will be taught 
how to answer exam questions about practical science.  
 
How are you assessed?
Combined Science is assessed with 6 examinations taken in the Summer of Year 11. 

Biology - 2 x 1 hour and 15 minute exams
Chemistry - 2 x 1 hour and 15 minute exams
Physics -  2 x 1 hour and 15 minute exams

All exams will have a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions. 
A minimum of 10% of the marks will test maths skills in Biology, 20% in Chemistry and 30% in Physics.

Where can it lead?
Combined Science students are very well prepared for either entering a career requiring a good understanding 
of sciences or continuing with the study of Science at A Level.  Equally it will form a good foundation of 
scientific understanding for adult life, if the student no longer wishes to study science post-16.

How can parent/carers support?
• Provide a quiet, clutter free space for learners to complete homework and revision
• Talk to them about and test them on their learning regularly
• Encourage learners to read about science in newspapers, magazines and books

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

Qualification- GCSE
Exam Board - AQA
Duration – 3 Years

Combined  
Science

Further information contact;
Miss H Butcher
Hannah.Butcher@bexhillacademy.org

KEY STAGE 4 
SUBJECT 
PREFERENCES



Option Subjects That 
Are 100% Examination

SECTION THREE
Key Stage 4 Courses from September 2019



 GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 

How do you learn?
Students will study the course over three years. Year 1 will comprise of an introduction to the theory topics, 
algorithms, programming skills and computational thinking. Year 2 and Year 3 cover the following components:

Component 01: Computer systems 
Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, wired and wireless 
networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural 
and environmental concerns associated with computer science.

Component 02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills and understanding 
in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs, computational 
logic, translators and data representation. The skills and knowledge developed within this component will 
support the learner when completing the component 03 programming project.

Component 03/04: Programming project
Students use OCR assessment tasks to demonstrate their practical ability in the skills developed in components 
01 and 02. In a controlled environment they will, define success criteria from a given problem, and then create 
suitable algorithms to achieve success criteria. Students then code their solutions in a suitable programming 
language, and check its functionality using a suitable and documented test plan. Students have a total of 20 
hours of lesson time to complete their programming project.

How are you assessed?

Component Marks Duration Weighting

Computer systems (01) 80 1 hour 30 mins 50% Calculators NOT allowed

Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming (02)

80 1 hour 30 mins 50%
Calculators NOT allowed

Programming project (03/04) Required Component (20 hours)

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

Qualification:
GCSE Computer Science Exam 
Board: OCR
Duration: 3 Years

Computer 
Science

Further information contact;
Mrs E Morris
Emma.Morris@bexhillacademy.org

KEY STAGE 4 
SUBJECT 
PREFERENCES



GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE CONTINUED...

Where can it lead?
GCSE Computer Science links extremely well to A-Level Computer Science and other similar L3 IT and ICT 
related courses. It is a good foundation for any student who wishes to pursue a career in the world of IT 
and Computer Science.

How can parent/carers support?
Encouraging students to practice programming at home will help consolidate their learning and 
understanding of good programming practice. There are many excellent and free websites available, 
including:

Codecademy: https://www.codecademy.com/
Repl.it:  https://repl.it/

Further information can also be found on the OCR website:

OCR GCSE Computer Science (9-1) J276
Qualification number: 601/8355/X
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/

Other useful websites include:

BBC Revision
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty

YouTube OCR Computing Topic Videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxSWH6hIO5k&list=PL04uZ7242_M5n3zzAhcX-eslHud2Lyycd

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722



GCSE GEOGRAPHY

AQA Syllabus: This is a new GCSE that focuses on the following areas:

Living with the Physical Environment: Natural Hazards, Tectonic Hazards, Weather Hazards, Climate Change, 
Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforests, Hot Deserts, Cold Environments, UK Landscapes, UK Coasts and UK Rivers.

Challenges of the Human Environment: Urban Issues and Challenges, The Changing Economic World, The 
Challenge of Resource Management.

Geographical Applications: Issue Evaluation and two fieldwork enquiries (requiring students to take part in 
school field trips).

How do you learn?
Geography is a subject which requires you to think about the world around you. You will investigate modern 
issues using a number of skills including; cartographic (maps), numerical (maths), statistical (handling data) 
and formulate an argument. Fieldwork is an essential part of the course and the exam board requires 
students to undertake two contrasting investigations which could include a visit to the coast, a river, rural 
area or an urban area. Similar to most new GCSE courses there will be no controlled assignment. The use of 
computers and G.I.S geographical information systems is encouraged and will be integrated into lessons.

How are you assessed?
There will be three papers and the course is assessed 100% by terminal examinations.

Paper 1 Living with the Physical 
Environment

Natural Hazards, Living World, Landscapes, Geographical 
Skills

35% 
1hr 30

Paper 2 Living with the Human 
Environment

Urban Issues, Economic World, Resource Management, 
Geographic Skills

35%
1hr 30

Paper 3 Geographical Applications Issue Evaluation, Fieldwork, Geographical Skills 30% 
1hr 15

Where can it lead?
Geography is a respected academic subject which can lead to future study or the world of work. 
Geography is a good combination with a variety of subjects:

Geography and the Sciences Environmental studies, conservation, geophysics, agriculture, sport & 
health studies.

Geography and the Humanities Social studies, archaeology, law, politics, business studies, transport, 
civil service.

Geography and Mathematics Civil engineering, meteorology, mining, navigation, research, banking.

Geography and the Arts Advertising, architecture, cartography, landscape design, surveying, 
youth work.

How can parent/carers support?
GCSE Geography students benefit from an understanding of events taking place around them; locally, 
national and globally.  Taking an interest in current events and national news stories with a geographical 
angle can help students a great deal.  Discussion and debate can support students to generate ideas and 
form their own opinions. Support for research based homework helps students to develop the independent 
study skills required for successful revision.   

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

Qualification- GCSE
Exam Board -AQA
Duration – 3 Years

Geography
Further information contact;
Mrs D Megit
Diane.Megit@bexhillacademy.org
  

KEY STAGE 4 
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GCSE HISTORY

History GCSE  is an exciting new course which provides the opportunity to experience five different types 
of History. These include: a British Thematic Study, (Medicine in Britain 1250 to the present); a study 
of the historic environment, (the British sector of the Western Front in the First World War, injuries, 
treatment and the trenches); a British Depth Study (Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88); a Modern Depth 
Study (Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939) and a period study (Superpower relations and the Cold 
War, 1941-1991).

How do you learn?
You will learn in a wide variety of ways designed to get you to understand the ‘Big Picture’ and the 
fascinating details in each module. You will investigate the past using text, written documents, film clips 
and images. You will take part in simulations and problem-solving activities, debates and individual 
research. 

How are you assessed?
There will be 3 papers in the summer of Year 11, and no coursework.

Paper 1
British Thematic Study 
with the Historic 
Environment

Medicine in Britain, 1250-present
The British sector of the Western Front: injuries, 
treatment and the trenches 

30% 
1hr 15

Paper 2 Period Study and British 
Depth Study

Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91
Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88

40%
1hr 45

Paper 3 Modern Depth Study Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 30% 
1hr 20

Where can it lead? 
History is a highly respected academic subject which colleges and universities welcome as a great 
foundation for further and higher education. History also prepares you for a wide range of careers and 
interests  because it involves:
•   Learning about people - how they interact, the motives and emotions that can tear people    
     apart into rival factions or help them to work together for a common cause.
•   Learning about countries, societies and cultures - so many of today’s conflicts and alliances
     have their roots in the past.
•   Learning to locate and sift facts - to identify truth and recognise myth, propaganda and 
    downright lies (useful in every aspect of life!)
•  Presenting what you’ve learned in a way that makes sense to others - whether in essays or
     illustrated reports - and having the confidence to defend your findings.

How can parent/carers support?
Talking to your son or daughter about the events and people they are learning about will be of great 
benefit. Watching documentaries or films on relevant topics would be fun and valuable. Using informative 
websites such as http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/ will support learning. 
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GCSE LATIN
The GCSE Latin course enables learners to gain knowledge and understanding of the Roman world through 
reading and responding to its language and literature. It also encourages them to deploy their knowledge 
and understanding of the ancient language to deepen their understanding of English and other languages, as 
well as developing research and analytical skills which will empower them to become independent students 
and enquirers, equipping them for further study in arts, humanities and sciences.

How do you learn?
As the qualification is split into three components, (language, literature and civilisation) lessons will be split 
accordingly. We will concentrate on language and civilisation in the first year, and hope to include field trips 
to further students’ knowledge.

How are you assessed?
The GCSE is comprised of 3 separate written exams.
• Component 1: Latin Language (50% of total mark)
 Students must answer comprehension questions in English on an unseen Latin text, and translate  
 from Latin into English.
• Component 2: Latin Literature and Sources (30% of total mark)
 Students must demonstrate knowledge of a prescribed theme, in Latin and in translation, which   
 has been studied in class. Each theme, comprising both prose and verse, is accompanied by   
 a selection of ancient source materials (e.g. paintings, mosaics, sculptures, buildings, graffiti) on   
 which one or more questions will be asked.
• Component 3: Roman Civilisation (20% of the total mark)
 Students must demonstrate knowledge of an area of Roman culture and civilisation. For 2021, the  
 prescribed topics are Daily Life in a Roman Town and Roman Britain.

Where can it lead? 
Learning Latin gives students an understanding of the mechanics and structure of any modern language, 
including our own. Students who have an interest in furthering their education into Ancient or Medieval 
History, Modern Languages, Medicine, Theology, Philosophy and the Sciences, will find background 
knowledge of Latin extremely beneficial. Not just because they will already be able to understand many of 
the Latin names and phrases used at the higher levels of studying these subjects, but because the discipline 
of Latin will have already installed in them the logical thought processes and enquiring minds needed for 
advanced academic study.

How can parent/carers support?
• Ensure that all homework is completed in full and presented well to support learning
• Encourage regular home use of the online vocabulary practice sites used in class
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GCSE PSYCHOLOGY
During the GCSE Psychology examination course you will be assessed on both your theoretical knowledge 
of Psychology and your ability to apply this to everyday human behaviour. The course specifically covers 
such topics as Memory, Perception, Development, Social Influence, Language and Thought, Brain and 
Neuropsychology and Psychological Problems.  

The course will also cover Research Methods and require students to use statistical calculations in the exam.
  
Students need to have a good understanding of English, Maths and Science; as Psychology contains essay 
writing, statistical analysis and the structure and function of the brain and nervous system.
 
How do you learn?
All topics are taught through a variety of methods including class discussions, analysis of psychological 
research and theory and independent learning. Students need to have a real interest in the human mind and 
be curious about the diversity of human behaviour. Such questions as how does the human memory work? 
Why do some people develop addictions? The study of Psychology will undoubtedly mean that students 
will be developing their higher level thinking skills as there is no definitive ‘right’ answer for many of these 
questions; however learning to formulate opinions based on sound psychological research will be crucial. 

How are you assessed? 
The GCSE course is assessed through 2 exams at the end of Year 11. Each exam lasts 1hour and 45 minutes. 
There is no coursework element to this course. 

Where can it lead?
Having a good Psychology GCSE can open a variety of doors in your future. Due to the breadth of skills 
required to achieve a Psychology GCSE, it displays your wide ranging skills, from essay writing, to data 
analysis and scientific thinking. You will be able to use your Psychology degree to pursue many careers 
involving people and animals, for example, doctor, psychiatrist, nurse, mental health worker or carer. You 
can also pursue careers directly linked to Psychology such as a Clinical Psychologist, Educational psychologist 
or Sport Psychologist. And even careers such as Law, Research and Teaching will involve the knowledge and 
skills you gain from this course.

How can parent/carers support?
• Encouraging learners to watch listen and read about psychology and take an interest in human   
 behaviour.
• Support learners in their efforts to understand the theory work and revise for examinations.
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GCSE ART AND DESIGN
Art Craft & Design is a three year course for students with an interest in developing confidence in being creative; who 
wish to gain visual skills and who are willing to experiment with different approaches to Art. Painting, Drawing, Mixed 
Media, Photography and 3D skills are developed. GCSE Art Craft & Design is a coursework subject, and is individually 
highly rewarding but equally demanding in terms of the time needed to complete projects. Students will be expected 
to plan and develop work beyond lesson time. It is essential for you to visit Art and Photography exhibitions throughout 
the three year course; this will help you develop your ideas and understanding of REAL Artworks.

How do you learn? 
Art Craft & Design GCSE gives students the opportunity to use a wide range of media including painting, collage, 
pastels, pencils, charcoal, ceramics, textiles, water colours, stains, inks, photography, relief work and 3D sculpture. 
You will work to a theme, with structured exercises to guide you and give you confidence in the first year, which then 
broadens out to allow your own individual response in years 10 and 11.
GCSE Art and Design students follow the Edexcel GCSE Art and Design syllabus.

How are you assessed? 
60% - Coursework (Personal Portfolio)
Students will complete two or three thematic coursework projects, responding individually to a given theme. Students 
will be given guidance in how to structure their projects to meet the assessment objectives, which are based on 4 
categories: 
1. Recording: drawing and taking photos from observation. 
2. Using your knowledge and understanding of Artists’ work for inspiration to develop ideas. 
3. Experimentation. 
4. Producing final outcomes that draw together the different aspects of your research.

40% - Exam (Externally Set Assignment) 
Working to the same assessment objectives you will respond to a theme given by the exam board, which is issued in 
January of year 11, before then completing a final piece in 10hrs (usually 2 days) in April / May.
Students will be required to 
• Submit evidence of using drawing to support the development process in both coursework (40%)   
 and final exam (60%). 
• Use written annotation and appropriate specialist terminology. 

Where can it lead? 
In addition to A level Art, it is possible to carry on to A level Textiles or A level Photography if you have completed this 
course at Sussex Coast College- Hastings, Eastbourne or  Lewes Campus, Bexhill College, Brighton City College and 
BASVIC. 
Also a BTEC National in Art and Design (level 3 qualification) at Sussex Coast College- Hastings, Eastbourne or  Lewes 
Campus.
There are a vast number of courses at University under the umbrella of Art, Craft & Design. Some possible careers 
in Art, Craft and Design are :Advertising designer, Animator, Art therapist, Ceramicist, Corporate identity designer, 
Editorial illustrator, Electronic image designer, Exhibition designer, Fashion illustrator, Fashion stylist, Film director/
producer, maker, Fine art conservator, Furniture designer, Gallery administrator, Gaming designer, Illustrator, Image 
animator, Industrial designer, Interior designer, Landscape designer, Lettering artist, Magazine designer, Model maker, 
Photographer, Printmaker, Publicity designer, Sculptor, Silversmith/jeweller, Teacher, Technical illustrator, Theatre 
designer and Typographer to name a few.

How can parent/carers support? 
Support with materials i.e. Sketchbooks, Watercolours and other art equipment.
Visits to Galleries and Exhibitions.



GCSE ART AND DESIGN – PHOTOGRAPHY 
Today, photography has become a powerful means of communication and a mode of visual expression that touches 
human life in many ways.

Photography GCSE is a three year course for those with an interest in developing visual skills through digital photography 
and who are willing to experiment with different approaches to the subject. Camera controls, compositional, lighting 
and Photoshop skills are developed, as well as written contextual skills, which form an important part of the course. 
GCSE Photography is a coursework subject, and is individually highly rewarding but equally demanding in terms of the 
time needed to complete projects. Students will be expected to plan and develop work beyond lesson time. It will be 
an expectation to take photographs at least once a week in your own time, in the local community and other locations 
in the surrounding areas. It is essential for you to visit Art and Photography exhibitions throughout the three year 
course, this will help you develop your ideas and understanding of REAL Artworks.

How do you learn?
The word photography could be taken to mean ‘a graphic representation with light’. In this way a photograph can take 
on the qualities of a drawing. Drawing methods such as pen or pencil on paper may enhance students’ development 
and understanding of photographic ideas, for example to plan shots, analyse and deconstruct their own imagery, or 
record ways in which practitioners have used formal elements and visual language. Students MUST use a variety of tools 
and materials, as appropriate, for recording their surroundings and source materials. Students will also understand 
that Photography practitioners may work to client commissions within a commercial photography studio, or work as 
freelance photographers. They will need photo manipulation and graphic design skills, and good communication skills 
in order to liaise with clients and to promote themselves as photographers.

How are you assessed?
60% - Coursework (Personal Portfolio)
Students will complete two or three thematic coursework projects, responding individually to a given theme. Students 
will be given guidance in how to structure their projects to meet the assessment objectives, which are based on 4 
categories: 
1. Recording: taking photographs that explore different aspects of composition. 
2. Using your knowledge and understanding of Photographers’ work for inspiration to develop ideas. 
3. Experimentation. 
4. Producing final outcomes that draw together the different aspects of your research.

40% - Exam (Externally Set Assignment) 
Working to the same assessment objectives you will respond to a theme given by the exam board, which is issued in 
January of year 11, before then completing a final piece in 10hrs (usually 2 days) in April / May.
Students will be required to 
• Submit evidence of using drawing to support the development process in both coursework (40%) and final  
 exam (60%). 
• Use written annotation and appropriate specialist terminology. 

Where can it lead? 
A level Photography is on offer at Sussex Coast College Hastings, Eastbourne and Lewes Campus, Bexhill College, 
Brighton City College and BASVIC.

Also a BTEC National in Art and Design (level 3 qualification) at Sussex Coast College Hastings, Eastbourne and Lewes 
Campus.

There are a vast number of courses at University under the umbrella of Art, Craft & Design. Some possible careers in Art, 
Craft and Design are :Advertising designer, Animator, Art therapist, Computer graphics, Corporate identity designer, 
Editorial illustrator, Electronic image designer, Exhibition designer, Fashion illustrator, Fashion Designer, Fashion stylist, 
Film director/producer, maker, Film media – art direction, animation design, Gallery administrator, Gallery curator, 
Gaming designer, Illustrator, Image animator, Industrial designer, Interior designer, Landscape designer, Lettering 
artist, Magazine designer, Model maker, Photography printing/publishing, Printmaker, Publicity designer, Teacher, 
Technical illustrator, Theatre set designer and Typographer to name a few.
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BTEC CHILD DEVELOPMENT
Child Development is an exciting new course which provides the opportunity to develop applied 
knowledge and understanding of child development and growth up to the age of five, how children learn 
through play and how meeting the needs of individual children will support their development, play and 
learning. 
The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to 
complement GCSEs. The qualification will broaden the learners experience and understanding of the 
varied progression options available to them.

How do you learn?
In a practical learning environment, learners will have the opportunity to develop knowledge and technical 
skills in the following areas:
• the characteristics of children’s development from birth up to five years
• factors that affect growth and development
• the importance of play
• how play promotes children’s learning and development
• reasons why children may need support
• child-friendly environments to support play, learning and development in children from birth to five years old
• supporting all children to learn and develop physically, intellectually, emotionally and socially, and   adapting   
   activities to support children’s play, learning and development.

How are you assessed? 
Learners are required to complete and achieve all the components included in the qualification.

Component Number Component Title Level How Assessed

1 Children’s Growth and 
Development 1/2 Internal

2 Learning Through Play 1/2 Internal

3 Supporting Children to Play, Learn 
and Develop 1/2 External

Internal assessment is through assignments that are realistic tasks and activities that are subject to external 
standards verification.
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GCSE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CONTINUED...

The external assessment is taken under supervised conditions, completed in two hours within the period 
timetabled by Pearson, and is then marked and a grade awarded by Pearson. Learners are permitted to resit 
the external assessment once during their programme.

The qualification is graded from Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction*. 
Learners must achieve all components at Level 1 Pass or above in order to be awarded a qualification.

Where can it lead? 
Learners who generally achieve at Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 learning might consider progression to:
•  A Levels as preparation for entry to higher education in a range of subjects
•  study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC Level 3 National in Children’s Care,   
 Learning and Development or a vocational qualification in a related sector such as a BTEC   
 Level 3 National in Health and Social Care. These qualifications prepare learners to enter    
 employment  or apprenticeships, or for a move to higher education to study a degree in the early  
  childhood  or childhood and youth areas or in related sectors such as nursing and social care.

How can parent/carers support? 
Occasionally parents can feel a challenge in supporting their pupils in a new subject area. Resources are 
available on the school website to support revision and homework.

All homework is placed with resources on www.showmyhomework.co.uk

Just having conversations with your son/daughter can prove a great help with this subject as they can use 
your experience to enable them to develop their understanding. 



GCSE DRAMA

How do you learn? 
Students of GCSE Drama actively engage in the process of dramatic study in order to develop as effective and 
independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. They work imaginatively 
and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, developing and communicating ideas. They reflect 
on and evaluate their own work and that of others and develop and demonstrate competence in a range 
of practical, creative and performance skills. Our students also consider and explore the impact of social, 
historical and cultural influences on drama texts and activities. They will create a range of theatre pieces 
utilising a variety of styles, in addition to staging a range of dramatic texts.

How are you assessed? 
GCSE Drama is split into three assessments:

Component 1: Written exam of 1 hour 45 mins, 40% of GCSE. This component is a written exam in which 
students are assessed on their knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed (AO3), including in connection to a set play and on their ability to analyse and evaluate the live 
theatre work of others (AO4).
• Section A: Theatre roles and terminology
• Section B: Study of set text (e.g. Blood Brothers, The Crucible, Midsummer Night’s Dream)
• Section C: Review of a live theatre production.

Component 2: Devising drama
Practical performance and written coursework log worth 40% of GCSE which is marked by teachers and 
moderated by AQA. Students are assessed on their ability to create and develop ideas to communicate 
meaning for theatrical performance (AO1), apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live 
performance (AO2) and analyse and evaluate their own work (AO4).

For this component students are required to complete the following two assessment tasks:
• Produce an individual Devising log documenting the devising process split into three sections – 60 marks
• Contribute to a final devised duologue or group performance- 20 marks. 

Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

Qualification- GCSE Drama
Exam Board - AQA
Duration –3 Years 

Drama
Further information contact;
Miss Leadley
Rachel.Leadley@bexhillacademy.org

KEY STAGE 4 
SUBJECT 
PREFERENCES



Bexhill Academy, Gunters Lane, Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN39 4BY – Tel 01424 730722

GCSE DRAMA CONTINUED...
Component 3: Texts in practice
This unit is a practical exam in which students are assessed on their ability to apply theatrical skills to realise 
artistic intentions in live performance (AO2) and forms 20% of the GCSE. It is marked by AQA.
For this component students must complete two assessment tasks worth 40 marks :
• Study and present a key extract (monologue, duologue or group performance) - 20 marks. 
• Study and present a second key extract (monologue, duologue or group performance) from the   
 same play - 20 marks.

Where can it lead?
GCSE Drama is a direct progression on to the AS level performing courses such as, Drama and Dance and 
also BTEC level 3 courses in Drama, Dance and Performing Arts.  From here you can go to further education 
or jobs within the professional arts industry such as an Actor, Dancer, Theatre Director, Arts Administrator, 
Stage Manager, Technician and Designer. In addition, many other careers are available including Community 
Arts Workers, Drama therapists, Broadcast Presenter on TV, Film Director, in Teaching and in Marketing/
Advertising. 

How can parents/carers support?
• Support learners in the importance of the theory work and completion of their homework, some of  
 which will be research based, others practical. 
• Ensure that learners are participating in the practical performance content – it is expected that   
 students will perform as 30% of the course is practically assessed. 
• Encourage learners to practice and participate in performance activities at school clubs or outside  
 of school.
• Encouraging learners to watch, listen and read about performances outside of school.
• Take students to the theatre to see performances (many of which are available free at local arts   
 festivals in Hastings, Bexhill and Brighton). 
• Encourage learners to read plays and fiction books in their spare time. 



GCSE FOOD
This GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on balancing theoretical 
knowledge and understanding with practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding 
of nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification 
focuses on using a range of practical and theory skills to give them a strong understanding of nutrition.

How do you learn?
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:

•  Food, nutrition and health – The functions and sources of macro and micro nutrients and how to  
 make informed choices for a varied and balanced diet. What our energy needs are and how to   
 carry out nutritional analysis. These are then related to how diet can affect health.
•  Food science – looking at the chemical and functional properties of food. How this food is cooked  
 and prepared. The science behind the transfer of heat and selecting appropriate cooking methods  
 for different foods.
•  Food safety – Food spoilage and contamination and how to reduce the risks of food poisoning. The  
 signs of food spoilage and how to control the environment through storing, cooking and preserving  
 food. We also study how microorganisms can be used in a positive manner in food production
•  Food choice – food choices in relation to religion, culture, moral, social and ethical factors.   
 Including how food is labelled, packaged and marketed. British and international cuisines will be  
 studied, prepared and tasted and then the importance of using accurate sensory evaluation   
 techniques to analyse success and to develop adaptation.
•  Food provenance – the environmental impact and sustainability of food. Where we source our food  
 and how ethically it is produced. The impact of organic and free range food products will be   
 investigated along with the impact of packaging on the environment. 

How are you assessed? 
Method of assessment Duration Marks %

Written examination Written paper 1Hr 45mins 100 50
Non examined assessments Food Investigation 10 GLH* 30 50

Food preparation 20 GLH* 70
*GLH – guided learning hours
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GCSE FOOD CONTINUED...

Written examination:
•  Multiple choice questions (20 marks)
•  Five questions each with a number of sub questions (80 marks)
 
Non-exam assessment (NEA)

Task 1: Food investigation
Students’ understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients.

Task 2: Food preparation assessment
Students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, presentation 
of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task.
Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than 
three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved.

Where can it lead?
Studying Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid opportunities such as a nutritionist 
or in catering, food marketing, product development and diet related industries and more.

How can parent/carers support?
•  Make sure your son/daughter comes to school with the correct equipment – pen,    
 pencil, ruler etc. EVERY day and ingredients as required
•  Try to ensure they have a quiet space or time to complete homework
•  Be aware of homework tasks they have been set through www.showmyhomework.com
•  Obtain the current textbook for the course and encourage them to use it
•  Encourage your son/daughter to attend after school session where available



GCSE FRENCH
French GCSE is an exciting new course which provides the opportunity to discover and extend your ability to 
use the four key skills we use when communicating in a language – Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing 
- by exploiting authentic resources in a ‘real world’ scenario.
 
How do you learn?
You will learn in a wide variety of ways designed to get you to understand how languages work and to be 
able to reach a level of competency and fluency required in the terminal exams.

There will be five themes:

• Identity and local culture (a heavy emphasis on authentic literary texts)
• Local area, holiday and travel
• School
• Future aspirations, study and work
• International and global dimension (including green and social issues)

How are you assessed?
There will be 4 papers to be completed.
Papers 1,3 and 4 are sat terminally in the summer of Year 11.
The speaking (Paper 2) is in a 6 week period April/May Year 11.
There is no longer any coursework.

Paper 1

50 marks
Listening And 
Understanding

Multiple-response and short-answer open 
response questions. The majority of the questions 
will be set in English with two questions set in the 
Target Language.

25% 

Foundation: 35 mins
Higher: 45 mins

Paper 2

F 60 marks 
H 70 marks

Speaking

1 – A role-play task set by the examiner from a 
choice of stimuli.
2 – Picture based task based upon an Edexcel 
stimuli.
3 – A conversation based upon one of the five 
themes with prior preparation time.

25%

Foundation : 7 – 9 
mins

Higher : 10 -12 mins

Paper 3

50 marks
Reading and 
Understanding

Question types will comprise both multiple response 
and short answer open response questions, and one 
translation question.
There will be four questions set in the Target Language.

25 %

Foundation: 40 mins
Higher: 1 hour

Paper 4

60 marks
Writing A range of open response tasks including 1 cross 

over task, 1 translation and an extended writing.

25%

Foundation: 1 hour
Higher: 1h 15 mins
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GCSE FRENCH CONTINUED...

Where can it lead? 
French is a highly respected academic subject which colleges and universities welcome as a great foundation 
for further and higher education. 
People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people without them. They stand 
out as talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. Taking GCSE French means you 
will: 
• Add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone who reads your CV 
• Be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links or improve employability if   
   you would like to work abroad 
• Be able to work or study in a French-speaking country in later life 
• Be able to study A level French courses to further your knowledge of the language and 
   culture 
• Find it easier to learn other languages later if you want to 

Learning languages also allows you to: 
• Meet people from different countries and find out more about them 
• Learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly,  
   be confident about speaking in public, use problem solving strategies and write coherently 
• Add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many employers    
   and higher education providers want 
• Have greater opportunities to work and/or study abroad, or work for companies in the UK with  
    international links 
• Discuss your interests, ideas and opinions with other people who speak the language 
• Learn more about countries where the language is spoken, and the people who speak it.

How can parent/carers support?
Occasionally parents can feel a challenge in supporting their pupils in a language but there are many ways in 
which this support can be invaluable.

The department has placed the resources (both for listening and reading) on the school website to support 
revision and homework.

All homework is placed with resources on www.showmyhomework.co.uk

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/bitesize/french
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.quizlet.com

Just being there to listen to your son/daughter practice their speaking can prove a great help and 
assistance. 
Parents are also welcome to attend the after school sessions run by the department in order to improve 
their language skills along with their son/daughter.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

How do you learn?
We are offering the opportunity for you to take part in an engaging, practical and inspiring course that aims 
to equip you with a sound, specialist subject knowledge. You will spend three hours a week attending a 
variety of lessons that examine all aspects of Health and Social Care including:

•  The Rights of children, the elderly and vulnerable groups
•  Case studies on what can happen when things go wrong (within this area we look at secret
    filming in care homes, some highly publicised cases where Social Services and the NHS have  
    failed individuals)
•  Within our effective communication module we look at specialist communication skills
    including Braille, Sign Language and Makaton.
•  We cover a whole module on body systems and disorders
•  A unit on understanding the nutrients needed for good health

This really is a varied and interesting course that will give you a real insight into a wide variety of potential careers.

How are you assessed?
This course is assessed by completing four modules. The first module is exam based, on completion of the 
module you will sit a one hour exam that is worth 25% of your final grade. The remaining three modules are 
all coursework and worth 75% of your final grade.

This course is graded on Pass, Merit, Distinction and Distinction* which is the same as a GCSE graded from 
9-5, with Level 1 qualifications in line with a GCSE at grades 4-1

Where can it lead?
On completion of this course you could go on to college to study this subject at A Level/Level 3 with a view 
to a career in many fields including:

Paramedic, midwife, nurse, hospital play worker, occupational therapist, medical laboratory technician, 
carer, nursery nurse, child minder, social worker, health visitor and many more…..

How can parent/carers support?
Parents can support you by using the revision material supplied both online and given to you in preparation 
for your exam. Encourage to attend the after school session (optional) where you will receive extra guidance 
and support. Contact me as soon as any issues arise so they can be sorted as quickly as possible.
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GCSE MUSIC
GCSE Music is an absorbing, interesting, highly challenging and fun course. It is essential that students reach a reasonable 
standard on their chosen instrument, or be confident singers, before starting the course. If students are unsure if they 
meet the requirements of this GCSE, they should speak to the Music department before making their choices. It is 
worth noting that if students do not play (or have a desire to play) an instrument, or sing to a good standard, then they 
will most likely find this course extremely difficult. Students who are interested in music technology and software are 
encouraged to study music, as they can use computer software as a form of performance. Instrumental lessons are 
highly encouraged and are available in school if requested.

How do you learn?
Lessons are primarily focussed on practical application. Students participate in ensemble performing, solo performing 
and learning of key concepts & musical terminology in a practical nature. Students learn to listen to music with an 
analytical ear and explore music across different periods of time. They will study some set works by the composer Haydn 
and the musical icons, The Beatles. Students will also regularly consolidate their understanding through composition – 
creating their own music. Much learning is required outside the classroom to make extended musical progress. Therefore, 
students are expected to practice regularly as part of their homework expectation. They are also required to join an 
extra-curricular activity and all GCSE students regularly perform in department concerts throughout the year. 

How are you assessed?
Assessment is divided between three components:

• Component 1: Understanding Music (40%) = 1hr 30 mins Listening & Analysis exam exploring 4 key Areas of  
 Study and Case Studies including; Popular Music, Western Classical Tradition 1650-1910,  Western Classical  
 Tradition since 1910 and Traditional Music

•       Component 2: Performing Music (30%) = 1x solo performance + 1x ensemble performance or 1 x solo   
 technology performance + 1 x ensemble technology performance

•        Component 3: Composing Music (30%) = 1x composition to a brief + 1x free composition

Where can it lead? 
GCSE music could lead onto higher education courses that along with further training could result in employment in 
the music industry such as a film composer, professional musician, and sound technician. 

It is a highly regarded qualification for entry to a wide range of courses at Universities & Colleges of Higher Education. 
Higher education courses include A Level Music, A Level Music Technology, BTEC Level 3 Music, Multiple degrees in 
music study such as majors in; performance, composition, musicology, ethnomusicology, music industry, song-writing, 
popular music studies, music technology, creative music technology.

The course will also provide students with the skills, understanding and knowledge to access employment in many 
other industries, as well as develop skills to be able work independently in the music industry.

How can parent/carers support?

• Ensure that all homework is completed in full and presented well to support the maximum outcomes.
• Encourage interest in a wide variety of music – assist in listening to music across a breadth of genres   
 and styles.
• Encourage regular instrumental practice.
• Attend, support & celebrate your child’s performances and contributions in concerts and events.
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

How do you learn?
Students will study the AQA GCSE PE Course over three years. Over the three years students will complete both 
practical work (40%) and theoretical work (60%). 

In practical lessons students will be expected to take an active role, as players/performers, in all activities that are 
covered within lesson time. Students will learn skills and techniques that are associated with each sport as well as 
developing knowledge and understanding of tactics and strategies used in competitive situations. 

The theoretical element of the course is based around two key areas and will involve individual, paired and small 
group work. 

1. The human body and movement in physical activity and sport.
2. Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport.

When taking GCSE Physical Education you will have one practical lesson per week and two theory lessons.

How are you assessed?

Practical
You will be assessed in your practical ability in 3 different sports selected from a list of 31. Your ability to perform skills in 
progressive drills (10 marks per activity) and your performance in the full context (15 marks per activity) will be assessed 
to produce your practical grade. You will also be assessed in your ability to analyse (15 marks) and evaluate (10 marks) to 
bring about improvement in one activity. The practical area is marked out of 100 and makes up 40% of your final grade.

Theory
The theory element of the course is assessed through 2 separate exam papers that each last 1 hour and 15 minutes 
and are worth 78 marks each.

Paper 1 – The human body and movement in physical activity and sport
• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Movement analysis
• Physical training
• Use of data.

Paper 2 – Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport.
• Sports psychology
• Socio-cultural influences
• Health, fitness and well-being
• Use of data.

Where can it lead?
GCSE Physical Education links extremely well to A-Level Physical Education and other similar courses such as Sports 
Science and Sports Studies. It is a good foundation for any student who wishes to pursue a career in the world of 
sport and exercise and in particular physiotherapy, personal training, PE teaching and sports coaching.

How can parent/carers support?
Parents and carers can provide support through encouraging students to attend extra-curricular clubs as well as 
becoming members of sports clubs outside of school hours.

Parents and carers can also provide help and support with homework as well as testing student’s knowledge using 
the specimen exam questions that are available on-line at the AQA website.
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BTEC FIRST AWARD IN SPORT

How do you learn?
Students will study the Edexcel BTEC First Award in Sport Course over three years. Over the three years 
students will complete both practical and theoretical work. 

In practical lessons students will be expected to take an active role, as players/performers, in all activities 
that are covered within lesson time. Students will learn rules, regulations, skills, techniques and tactics. The 
theoretical element of the course is based around three key areas and will involve individual and paired 
work. 

1. Fitness and Personal training.
2. Sports rules, regulations and scoring systems.
3. Sports Leadership.

For the majority of this course you will have one practical lesson per week and two theory lessons; however 
there will be periods of time where 3 practical or 3 theory lessons per week are required. 

How are you assessed?

Unit 1 = Fitness for sport and exercise = Online exam 25%
Units 2, 3 & 4 = Coursework 75%

Where can it lead?
BTEC First Award in Sport links extremely well to the Level 3 Diploma in Sport and other similar courses such 
as Personal training, Sports coaching and Public services. It is a good foundation for any student who wishes 
to pursue a career in the world of sport.

How can parent/carers support?
Parents and carers can provide support through encouraging students to attend extra-curricular clubs as 
well as becoming members of sports clubs outside of school hours.
Parents and carers can also provide help and support with homework as well as testing student’s knowledge 
using the revision materials that will be provided.
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GCSE SPANISH
Spanish GCSE is an exciting new course which provides the opportunity to discover and extend your ability to 
use the four key skills we use when communicating in a language – Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing 
- by exploiting authentic resources in a ‘real world’ scenario.
 
How do you learn?
You will learn in a wide variety of ways designed to get you to understand how languages work and to be 
able to reach a level of competency and fluency required in the terminal exams.

There will be five themes:
•   Identity and local culture (a heavy emphasis on authentic literary texts)
•   Local area, holiday and travel
•   School
•   Future aspirations, study and work
•   International and global dimension (including green and social issues)

How are you assessed?
There will be 4 papers to be completed.
Papers 1,3 and 4 are sat terminally in the summer of Year 11.
The speaking (Paper 2) is in a 6 week period April/May Year 11.
There is no longer any coursework.

Paper 1

50 marks
Listening And 
Understanding

Multiple-response and short-answer open 
response questions. The majority of the 
questions will be set in English with two 
questions set in the Target Language.

25% 

Foundation: 35 mins
Higher: 45 mins

Paper 2

F 60 marks 
H 70 marks

Speaking

1 – A role-play task set by the examiner from a 
choice of stimuli.
2 – Picture based task based upon an Edexcel 
stimuli.
3 – A conversation based upon one of the five 
themes with prior preparation time.

25%

Foundation : 7 – 9 mins
Higher : 10 -12 mins

Paper 3

50 marks
Reading and 
Understanding

Question types will comprise both multiple 
response and short answer open response 
questions, and one translation question.
There will be four questions set in the Target 
Language.

25 %

Foundation: 40 mins
Higher: 1 hour

Paper 4

60 marks
Writing A range of open response tasks including 1 cross 

over task, 1 translation and an extended writing.

25%

Foundation: 1 hour
Higher: 1h 15 mins
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GCSE SPANISH CONTINUED...

Where can it lead? 
Spanish is a highly respected academic subject which colleges and universities welcome as a great 
foundation for further and higher education. 
People with language skills and knowledge usually have an advantage over people without them. They 
stand out as talented and successful people, with broad and exciting horizons. Taking GCSE Spanish means 
you will: 
•   Add an extra dimension to your personal skills profile which will impress anyone who reads your CV 
•   Be in a stronger position to get a job in companies with international links or improve employability if            
     you would like to work abroad 
 Be able to work or study in a Spanish-speaking country in later life 
 Be able to study A level Spanish courses to further your knowledge of the language and culture 
 Find it easier to learn other languages later if you want to 

Learning languages also allows you to: 
•   Meet people from different countries and find out more about them 
•   Learn many skills which are useful in a wide range of careers, such as the ability to communicate clearly,  
     be confident about speaking in public, use problem solving strategies and write coherently 
•   Add an international dimension to your choice of GCSE subjects, which is something many employers  
     and higher education providers want 
•   Have greater opportunities to work and/or study abroad, or work for companies in the UK  with       
     international links 
•   Discuss your interests, ideas and opinions with other people who speak the language 
•   Learn more about countries where the language is spoken, and the people who speak it.

How can parent/carers support?
Occasionally parents can feel a challenge in supporting their pupils in a language but there are many ways 
in which this support can be invaluable.

The department has placed the resources (both for listening and reading) on the school website to support 
revision and homework.

All homework is placed with resources on www.showmyhomework.co.uk

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/bitesize/spanish

www.languagesonline.org.uk

www.quizlet.com

Just being there to listen to your son/daughter practice their speaking can prove a great help and 
assistance.
Parents are also welcome to attend the after school sessions run by the department in order to improve 
their language skills along with their son/daughter.



BTEC TRAVEL AND TOURISM
This is a vocational qualification in which students learn and develop skills, knowledge and understanding 
of the Travel and Tourism Industry. It involves looking at the world through tourist destinations, customer 
needs and requirements and the influences on global travel

How do you learn?
This qualification is a Technical Award equivalent in size to one GCSE. 

There are three compulsory units that provide the underpinning knowledge and practical skills:

Component 1: Travel and Tourism Organisations:  An investigation into UK travel and tourism organisations, 
their aims and how they work together. This gets to the heart of travel and tourism and its features and what 
makes destinations appealing to visitors. 

Component 2: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism – Students have to explore the different factors that 
may influence global travel and tourism and how travel and tourism organisations and destinations respond 
to these factors. They look at the impact of tourism on global destinations and how destinations manage the 
impact of tourism and control tourism development to achieve sustainability.

Component 3: Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism:  Students look at how organisations use market 
research to identify travel and tourism trends, customer needs and preferences. The students have to apply 
their understanding by selecting products and services and planning a holiday to meet customer needs and 
preferences.

How are you assessed?
The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Travel and Tourism includes 3 main assessments. One is 
externally set and marked (a 2 hour exam) worth 40% of the marks. 
The remaining 2 units are internally assessed and externally moderated. They are worth 60% of the total 
mark. Internal assessment enables learners to receive feedback on their progress throughout the course as 
they gather and provide evidence towards meeting the unit assessment criteria.
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BTEC TRAVEL AND TOURISM CONTINUED...

Where can it lead? 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 1/Level 2 tech Award in Travel and Tourism provides the
skills, knowledge and understanding for level 2 students to progress to:

• Level 3 vocational qualifications, such as BTEC Nationals, specifically the Edexcel BTEC Level 3 in   
 Travel and Tourism (QCF)
• Employment within the travel and tourism industry, for example posts in travel agencies, visitor   
 attractions, holiday reps and tourist information centres.
• Students who achieve the qualification at Level 1 may progress to related level 2 vocational or   
 academic qualifications, such as BTECs or GCSEs.

How can parent/carers support?
• Ensure that all homework is completed in full and presented well to support the maximum   
 outcomes during the Unit assignments.
• Encourage interest in the world, travel, issues in the news concerning travel and where places are  
 in the world
• Encourage interest in the world weather issues which affect ability to travel and destruction to   
 tourism destinations. 
• When visiting places in the UK and further afield, collect information as much information as   
 possible. 
• Ensure that research into areas studied at school continues at home…. The world is a fascinating  
 place to visit!
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